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Marshal’s Minute-Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson 

Happy New Year! I am excited to lead the agency into a 
new year and look forward to working with all our 
partners and continue to foster and strengthen our 
relationships leading to a safer and better Illinois 
together.  

January is Firefighter Cancer Awareness Month and sadly 
we are losing too many of our brothers and sisters to 
these awful diseases. According to research, firefighters 
have a 9% greater chance of being diagnosed with cancer 
and a 14% greater chance of dying from cancer than the 

general population. In 2019, OSFM, IFSI, and MABAS-Illinois partnered in the creation of the 
State of Illinois Preliminary Exposure Reduction Training project. This joint venture was 
developed to deliver critical firefighter health and life safety research, education, training and 
basic equipment to fire departments across the state. The intent of the project is to provide 
departments with free basic equipment that can be used for preliminary exposure reduction 
(gross decontamination or decon) of personnel on incident response scenes, as well as training 
on how to use those tools. The recommended decon equipment includes common household 
items that are easily obtainable and fit into a space the size of a standard 5-gallon bucket. If 
your department hasn’t completed this training yet, there are still buckets available. Don’t wait, 
visit https://fsi.illinois.edu/decon/. A combination of proper protective equipment, 
decontamination at the scene, and early detection of cancer through routine screening leads to 
earlier treatment, and better disease outcomes, including improved survival and reduced 
morbidity. 

Community Risk Reduction (CRR) week kicks off on Martin Luther King Day, a National Day of 
Service, which is Monday, January 16, 2023. It runs through Sunday, January 22. CRR is a data-
driven process to identify and prioritize local risks, followed by the integrated and strategic 
investment of resources (emergency response and prevention) to reduce their occurrence and 
impact. The goal of CRR is to build healthy, safe and resilient communities. The goal is to reduce 
the occurrence and impact of emergency events for both members of the community and 
emergency responders. 

The OSFM helped establish the State of Illinois CRR Taskforce in 2020 and the taskforce is made 
up of members from all 14 Illinois fire service organizations. The mission of the taskforce is to 
promote the importance of Risk Reduction in Illinois by inspiring community ownership and 
providing coordinated resources. They continue to do this through hosting an annual 
conference and by working on the statewide risk assessment, which will help to identify risk 
across the state that will help lead to mitigation steps to reduce those risks. Visit their website 
at illinoiscrr.com or follow them on facebook.   

https://fsi.illinois.edu/decon/
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Brian Renhberg Memorial 

 

  

The OSFM remembers our fallen 
brother Firefighter/Engineer Brian 
Rehnberg. On Sunday, December 25th, 
2022, Brian died in the line of duty. He 
served with the North Park Fire 
Department since 2008. Prior to being 
on North Park, he served with the 
Rockford Fire Department, Cherry 
Valley Fire Protection District, and 
Kirkland Fire Protection District.  

He is survived by his wife Jennifer, son 
Jacob, and many other family and 
friends.  

Governor JB Pritzker ordered all flags 
to be flown at half-staff from Sunrise 
Tuesday, January 3rd, 2023, till 
sundown Tuesday, January 3rd, 2023, 
in honor and remembrance of Brian.  
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Employee Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from? I grew up in Hoffman Estates, Illinois with one sister.  My 
parents grew up in a farm in Jalisco, Mexico and eventually migrated to the United States in the 
80’s.  

Hobbies? I am a big fan of travel and meditation. I have traveled to Spain, England, Canada, 
Mexico, Australia, and France.  I enjoy world travel because it has provided me the opportunity 
to learn about other culture’s values. In addition, travel allows me to reflect on things that 
really matter in life.    During my time in Australia, I visited there for three weeks in four 
different cities (Melbourne, Adelaide, Sydney, Brisbane). 

Another hobby of mine is meditation. I initiated meditation when covid was impacting 
everyone in different ways. I am passionate about meditation because it’s a natural way of 
controlling thoughts and knowing how to refrain your brain in a positive matter. One of my 
favorite activities in the summer is to head to the lake front and meditate. I am always open for 
others to join in!      

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers? Top trending 
songs with a good Spanish beat to dance too! 

What’s your favorite part of the job?  I am excited to connect with our communities specifically 
communities that lacked outreach and investments in the past. I am thrilled to be engaging 
underserved communities and letting them know about our great agency.  

What’s something unique about you? I cool fact about me is that I love to announce soccer 
games in Spanish. Imagine turning your tv on and selecting the Spanish channel during a soccer 
match. Feel free to ask for a sample in person.���� 

Where is your favorite place to vacation? I am a big Chicago person, but I do enjoy heading to 
my parent’s farm in Jalisco, Mexico and fully disconnecting with social media. Also, cool fact is 
that our farm used to be a tequila farm so there is no shortage of tequila there. 
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June’s Parade in Auburn 

 

  

Acting Illinois State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson, Special Agent Bobby Joe Brown and Canine 
Sasha took part in a special parade on Saturday, December 17 for a little girl in Auburn 
named June. She bravely fought neuroblastoma, a rare form of cancer.  

The people of Auburn, with the help of Make-a-Wish Illinois, organized a parade that 
brought hundreds of people, vehicles, and organizations together to make June’s wish come 
true. Sadly, June passed away on December 22nd.  
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Smoke Alarm Law Update 
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Smoke Alarm Law Update 

 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  December 2022 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 8 
 

Be Alarmed Niles 1,000 Alarms 
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Washington Be Alarmed Event 

  

Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson 
joined members from the Washington 
Fire Department and the Illinois Fire 
Safety Alliance to raise awareness 
about the importance of having 
working smoke alarms in residential 
homes. The also raised awareness 
about the update to the smoke alarm 
law that takes effect on January 1st.  

Washington is a member of the Be 
Alarmed Program and was recognized 
for installing 866 alarms, while also 
providing lifesaving fire safety 
information to residents in their 
community.  
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O’Fallon Be Alarmed Event 

  

Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson 
joined members from the O’Fallon Fire 
Department and the Illinois Fire Safety 
Alliance to raise awareness about the 
importance of having working smoke 
alarms in residential homes. The also 
raised awareness about the update to 
the smoke alarm law that takes effect on 
January 1st.  

O’Fallon is a member of the Be Alarmed 
Program and was recognized for 
installing 184 alarms, while also 
providing lifesaving fire safety 
information to residents in their 
community.  
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Decatur Be Alarmed Event 

  

Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson 
joined members from the Decatur Fire 
Department and the Illinois Fire Safety 
Alliance to raise awareness about the 
importance of having working smoke 
alarms in residential homes. The also 
raised awareness about the update to 
the smoke alarm law that takes effect on 
January 1st.  

Decatur is a member of the Be Alarmed 
Program and was recognized for 
installing 463 alarms, while also providing 
lifesaving fire safety information to 
residents in their community.  
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Keep The Wreath Red Campaign 

  

The OSFM’s Keep the Wreath 
Red Campaign, which raises 
awareness about fire safety 
during the holiday season, 
wrapped up on January 2nd. This 
year, we are sad to report that 7 
people lost their lives in fire 
related incidents across the state 
from December 1st through 
January 2nd. In brighter news, 
this year’s deaths were much 
lower with 16 occurring in 2021 
and 17 in 2020. It’s simple, 
working smoke alarms and fire 
safety plans save lives!  

We want to thank out friends 
and partners at the Illinois Fire 
Service Institute in Champaign 
and the Chicago Fire 
Department for hosting our 
wreaths again this year. We also 
displayed our wreaths outside of 
our Springfield headquarters and 
at our Chicago office.  
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Chicago Holiday Media Event 

  

Acting State Fire Marshal Dale Simpson joined 
leaders from the Chicago Fire Department on 
December 9th to raise awareness about the 
importance of fire safety during the holiday 
season. A demonstration was conducted 
showing how quickly a fire can escalate if you 
have a dry Christmas tree in your home. 

Left to Right: Chicago Fire Commissioner 
Annette Nance-Holt and Acting State Fire 
Marshal Dale Simpson 
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Fire Service Women of Illinois 
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IFSI Minute 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  December 2022 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 16 
 

Home Heating Safety 
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Home Heating Safety 
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YFSIP Romeoville  

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  December 2022 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 19 
 

YFSIP Round Lake Beach 
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YFSIP Taylorville 
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Ride to Remember 9/11 Donation 

  

Diane Hughes of Halls Harley Davidson and Ride to 
Remember 9/11 Event Organizer presents OSFM 
Fire Service Outreach Coordinator Lee Buxon with a 
check for $600 to the Illinois Firefighter Memorial 
Foundation. The proceeds are from the Ride to 
Remember 9/11 event held each year in Springfield 
to mark the anniversary of the attacks and pay 
tribute to those who gave their lives that day to help 
others.  
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OSFM Holiday Party 

  

The annual OSFM Holiday party brought staff together from 
our Chicago office, field staff and Springfield office on 
December 8th. This was the first time in over two years we 
were able to get an agency (family) photo around the holiday. 
Everyone enjoyed the food, the white elephant gift exchange 
provided a lot of laughs, and everyone enjoyed catching up 
with folks they don’t get to see every day. Clark Griswold 
even made an appearance at the party! Thanks to all who 
helped plan this fun and amazing day.  
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Shout Outs/Kudos 

 

  
The OSFM continued the agency tradition 
of adopting a family during the holiday 
season. Once again, members from OSFM 
contributed money and gifts to help the 
family have a bright and wonderful holiday. 
Not only did we meet the families wish list, 
but extra money was also left over and 
given to the family in the form of a gift 
card.  A shout out to special projects who 
year-after-year organize, shop, and deliver 
the gifts.  

Great Job!!!!  

Mark Blough (Storage Tank Safety 
Specialist) receiving his retirement plaque 
from Scott Johnson.  Mark retired on Dec 
31, 2022. Thanks for your service, Mark!  

Louie Hertter receiving his gold badge from 
Scott Johnson. Louie was recently selected to 
serve as the Southern Regional Manager for the 
Division of Petroleum and Chemical Safety.   

The OSFM is sad to learn about the passing of 
Ken Oltman, a former Storage Tank Safety 
Specialist. The family is having a “Celebration 
of Life” service for him in Lakeland, FL. on 
January 21, 2023. 

Cards can be set to: 
Marty Oltman 
307 Alice Dr. 
Lakeland, FL. 
33815-3416 
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Kids’ Corner 
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Kids’ Corner 

 


